
BGEN COMMITTEE MEETING Meeting  17 February  2017 12.30pm Eastern Australian Daylight 

Saving time, 11.30am Queensland, 2.30pm Auckland Daylight Saving Time. 

Attendance: Julia Watson (Auckland), Dale Arvidsson (Brisbane), Ngarie Gilliagan (Brisbane), Michael 

Connor (Wollongong), Aaron Harrison (South Australia), John Sandham (South Australia), Carrie 

Moss,(South Australia). 

Apologizes: Jo Fyfe (Melbourne), Stephen Speer (Canberra), Eamonn Flannagan (BGANZ Secretariat), 

Agenda: 

1.  BGANZ Congress in Adelaide:    John outlined the program for the BGANZ Congress in 

Adelaide (Sunday 22
nd

 to Wednesday 25
th

 October). Sunday tours and opening evening, Monday 

Plenary Presentations in the Wine Centre with other presentations interspersed with Tours to the 

Zoo, Herbarium, Museum and the Little Sprouts Kitchen Garden.  On Tuesday there will be Filed 

Trips to Victor Harbour, the Eucalypt Arboretum, and Cox Scrub for Wild Flowers including native 

orchids and Banjo Frogs. For the closing day on Wednesday there will be more plenary sessions, 

meetings and subcommittee activities followed by the dinner. The theme of the Congress, 

Preservation, Exploring and Adapting, with the Role and Identity stream Renascence to Now, will be 

particularly relevant to BG educators. To find out more, abstract due date and keynote speakers 

check the BGANZ Website. Aaron will send out a summary of the Congress to BGEN. Steve currently 

not sure who from the ANBG will be attending BGANZ Congress in Adelaide.  Other members of the 

committee are also working on their plans to attend. 

2. BGEN Stream for the Congress: Julia raised the issue with John to increase opportunities at 

the Congress for BGEN to meet and share ideas with John.  We may aim for a session of 1½ hours or 

more for BGEN and other working parties to meet.  Perhaps shorten the AGM to create more time.  

BGEN would also like to meet earlier in the Congress to make the most of connections with others, 

and use workshop activities to share ideas. Aaron is keen to include a demonstration of the Kitchen 

Garden and Seeds activities. We could also send information and resources beforehand to share at 

these sessions. Michael and Julia will draft ideas for the BGEN session and send around to the 

committee. Steve would like to see a strong emphasis on education, public programs and visitor 

experience in the BGANZ Congress. Obviously this depends on who puts their hands up to present at 

Congress. Would be nice to feature a BGEN Stream presenting topics such as  (i) using new 

technologies and social media to enhance school and public programs and visitor experience (ii) 

cheap and ‘relatively’ easy school and public programs you can run in your botanic gardens (thinking 

of support for small gardens and those run by volunteers) – Suggested a quick fire workshop with 

three to six examples from existing botanic gardens. This is also where the BGEN web site can be 

promoted and botanic gardens asked to contribute their resources to the site.  

3. BGEN Website & Wordpress: We aim to showcase this at the Congress, so need to increase 

the number of contributions and make the site more vibrant, interesting and relevant. There have 

been a number of stumbling blocks to this in the past. Most agree that time has been an issue and 

that is not seen an imperative. It was suggested that we each contribute at least two posts a year, or 

even two in the lead up to the congress. Some were not sure what was relevant to post. Julia will 

send out a list of suggested categories as a guide. The aim is to keep the posts simple, sometimes 



dot points and don’t necessarily aim for a polished item. Images are useful with a simple 

explanation. A snapshot of programs and activities is useful. 

4. How do Botanic Gardens summarise their intent/purpose with respect to education for a 

funding body or for a corporate restructure?  There was a great deal of discussion raised by Ngarie’s 

question. It is particularly difficult to argue the importance of education (particularly school 

education programs) in Botanic Gardens that are managed by local Councils. Quite often education 

is viewed as a State government function.  Environmental education in council’s is often seen as a 

way of changing community behaviours, but Botanic Garden education services also have to link 

programs to school curriculums, interpret the plant collections and keep visitors interested. Steve 

says Good question, because it is difficult to gauge and evaluate learning outcomes. Often it comes 

down to numbers – the number of students you reach (ie new program will reach x new student 

visitors to the gardens or if close programs how many less visitors/students will visit your garden). 

Another important consideration are links to the school curriculum and if you can demonstrate a 

new program (or existing program) has strong links to the curriculum and allows teachers to utilise 

your botanic garden to teach certain points/topics/issues rather than another institution or text 

book, this is highlighting the educational value of botanic gardens to funders or your organisation. 

(Steve).  

5. around the traps: notes. Michael has just returned from extended leave, is busy delivering 

programs for the next few weeks. He is also getting ready for BGANZ Garden open day in May. 

Ngarie has been busy with Active and Healthy Gardens program that involves teaching about healthy 

soils and gardens, followed up with healthy cooking and eating from the Garden. Her planning for 

Shakespeare in the Garden is also going well, with walks, talks, displays, plants mentioned in 

Shakespeare and food from Tudor times to go with the performances. She is also working with the 

Society for Creative Anachronisms, and preparing for youth week in April. Aaron and Carey are 

working on school bookings, dealing with the challenge of first time fee for service. History month in 

May will include the Garden Spice and Indigenous walks. World environment day in the Garden with 

3,000 participants also needs to be organised, with the help of the Friend’s Garden staff and 

contractors. A Jenny Baker exhibition is also happening in June and work is being done on 

Interpretation beacons. Then there is the little matter of the Congress in October to think about. 

Julia has also done extensive work on Interpretation beacons, trailing blue tooth technology, but has 

had more success with multiple track GPS system. Others have been working on a Master plan for 

Interpretation including Adelaide and Sydney. Julia’s Gondwana Arboretum and Dinosaurs in the 

Garden attracted high levels of participation, look out for the details of these in the next issue of the 

BGANZ magazine. 

Next meeting 17th March 

 

Same time & same place 


