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Freeman Tilden (1883 – 1980) 
 

Through interpretation, 

understanding; 

  

through understanding, 

appreciation; 

  

through appreciation, 

protection. 

 
Freeman Tilden 1957  



Six Principles of Interpretation 
 
1:  Any interpretation that does not somehow relate what is being 

displayed or being described to something within the personality or 

experience of the visitor will be sterile. 
  

2:  Information, as such, is not interpretation. Interpretation is revelation 

based upon information. But they are entirely different things. However, all  

interpretation includes information.  
 

3:  Interpretation is an art which combines many arts whether the 

materials presented are scientific, historical or architectural. Any art is in 

some degree teachable. 
  

4:  The chief aim of interpretation is not instruction, but 

provocation.  
 

5:  Interpretation should aim to present a whole rather than a part and 

must address itself to the whole man rather than any phase.  
 

6:  Interpretation addressed to children should not be a dilution of the 

presentation to adults, but should follow a fundamentally different 

approach. To be at its best it will require a separate program.  

 



Interpretation? 
 

I'll interpret the rocks, 

learn the language of 

flood, storm and the 

avalanche.  

 

I'll acquaint myself 

with the glaciers and 

wild gardens, and get as 

near the heart of the 

world as I can. 
Yosemite 1912 

 
John Muir, 1896 - 1914, 

American Naturalist & Author 

 



What is  

Interpretation? 

Do not try to satisfy your vanity by 

teaching a great many things.   

Awaken peoples curiosity. 

   

It is enough to open minds, do not 

overload them. 

   

Put there just a spark.   
If there is some good inflammable 

stuff, it will catch fire. 
  

Anatole France, 1844-1924  

French Poet and Journalist. 



National Association of Interpretation:   

A mission-based communication process that 

forges emotional and intellectual connections 

between the interests of the audience and the 

meanings inherent in the resource. 

Interpretation Association Australia:   

Interpretation is a means of communicating 

ideas and feelings which help people 

understand more about themselves, their 

culture and their built or natural environment.  

 

Definitions of Interpretation 





Self Guided Walks 



Free Platforms and Apps 

• Instagram 

• Climate Watch 

• Questagame 

• Geocaching Australia 

 



Exhibitions 



RBG Kew 







Face to Face 

William Guilfoyle, 

c1901. 







Cranbourne Gardens Eden Project 

Affordable Signage 



www.bgci.org/usa/createsigns 



What if we built our communities around places? 

 

As both an overarching idea and a hands-on 

approach for improving a neighbourhood, city, or 

region, Placemaking inspires people to collectively 

reimagine and reinvent public spaces as the heart of 

every community.  

 

Strengthening the connection between people and 

the places they share, Placemaking refers to a 

collaborative process by which we can shape our 

public realm in order to maximize shared value.  

  

 

Visitor Experience: Activating our Gardens 

www.pps.org 





  www.sensorytrust.org.uk/ 



Quests: 









Thank you 

Sharon Willoughby 

 

P:  +61 (03) 5990 2209 

E:  sharon.willoughby@rbg.vic.gov.au 

W: rbg.vic.gov.au 

T:  @swilloster 

B:  gardenDrum 


