
BGEN Committee Meeting  19th May  2017   

12.30 pm South Australia, 1pm Eastern Australian, 3pm Auckland 

Attendance: Julia Watson (Auckland), Stephen Speer (Canberra), Michael Connor (Wollongong),  

Apologizes:  Ngarie Gilliagan (Brisbane), Aaron Harrison (South Australia), Jo Fyfe (Melbourne), 

Eamonn Flannagan (BGANZ Secretariat), Dale Arvidsson (Brisbane). 

Agenda: 

1. BGEN Stream for the Congress in Adelaide:  Steve is a 50% chance of attending. 

Michael will attend the Congress and ready to deliver papers if accepted. Julia 

not sure if she will be able to attend due to her trip to America to present at the 

American Public Gardens Association Conference.  But it looks like Michela 

Newton the Business Services Manager from Auckland will attend the Congress.   

 

We are still working on the amount of time that we will have for the 

workshop/meeting for the BGEN stream at the Congress.  

We need to confirm if Aaron’s workshop/presentation in the Kitchen Garden will 

be included in this session, or will it represent a standalone activity.  The 

Congress organisers are happy for us to give a brief BGEN talk to the full 

conference earlier in the week. Steve is doing a rough draft for this presentation. 

Everyone can then comment, make changes to and provide additions to this 

document. We also need to work out, in the coming months, which members will 

be available to deliver this presentation at the Congress on behalf of BGEN.  Julia 

has sent out a proposed format for the BGEN (see proposal below from earlier e-

mail)*. We will invite John to attend the next meeting to give us an update, or 

Aaron could report on his behalf. *See below, the plan for our participation at 

the Congress so far. 

 

2. BGEN Website & Wordpress: (check wordpress roster to see if you are up next). 

Michael posted an example of a Bugs and Critters Treasure hunt, by Jade Farrar 

an educator at WBG with Julia’s help, and he will change format of the u-tube 

videos for Open day promotion, so that we can post them onto the sight. Steve 

has already posted a few items and Julia has posted a contribution to the sight on 

the Piazza trail use in a recent school holiday program.  Don’t forget  guest 

bloggers are encouraged to contribute. Julia has one in mind on Nature Play. (We 

could also include a blog linked to the Website in future). Feel free to contribute 

a posting (or three) at any time-the roster is just a prompt to make sure that we 

have regular contributions and build up the diversity of the sight. Remember the 

post only has to be brief and could be as simple as a picture with a few 

explanatory words.  It could be an overview of a program, event or activity. It 



could concentrate on an approach or even a single detail. You are welcome to 

include a detailed report on a program that you have been working on.  Variety is 

the key to the site.  We did identify the need to improve the look and feel of the 

website. BGANZ is considering doing the same thing, soon so we could work with 

Eamonn and the technical team to achieve this. 

3. Garden Open Day:  

This meeting was in the immediate lead up to BGANZ Open Day. Most of us are 

busy with our contribution to this worthwhile event and can report on the day at 

our next meeting. 

 

(See previous minutes for some details) 

 

4. Around the Traps:  

The Governor General will open the Friend’s Tree House Gazebo on Open Day at 

the National BG. Sponsored by IMB and will contain nature play area. Dinosaur 

Exhibition will return soon to this garden and still getting China ready for 

expected increase in visitation from China in the near future. Steve also had 

some interesting survey results to discuss, staff survey over 600 cars visiting the 

Garden; The most important reason given by participants to visit the Garden was 

simply rest and relaxation.  This was from a mixture of locals and interstate 

visitors. The Café is also doing well. The Garden is also trailing two new apps for 

visitors. Julia is focusing on The Open Day, a Nature play conference and of 

course the trip to America for the APTA conference. Michael has been very busy 

with preparations for Open Day, the team of volunteers and staff at the 

Discovery Centre is working hard to get the Discovery Living Classroom ready for 

the day. This living backdrop will complement all the presentations on the day. 

 

 

 

*BGEN participation at BGANZ Adelaide Congress, 22-25 October 2017 Draft program 

The purpose of BGEN is to create a professional development network for Botanic Gardens staff and 

volunteers who work in areas such as school education, interpretation and visitor programmes. 

Many BGANZ members work in this area but are unaware of what BGEN can offer. We would like to 

propose a short presentation of what BGEN is about at the congress, and run a BGEN stream during 

the congress. We have detailed our requests below, including two different proposals for the 

workshop stream.  

BGEN presentation: 

Short presentation to entire delegation at BGANZ congress   15 minutes 



The BGEN committee would like to showcase who BGEN is to the entire BGANZ Congress delegation 

at the early stages of the congress to encourage participation in BGEN, inspire conversations and 

invite interested attendees to the BGEN workshop stream. Not all congress attendees are aware of 

BGEN and how to get involved, and this presentation would give them an introduction to who we 

are and how they can participate. We would also like to showcase our new WordPress blog as a tool 

for professionals involved in BGEN-related work. We would present a short 10-15 minute 

PowerPoint presentation. 

BGEN workshop stream: 

Proposal A: Two-hour workshop for BGEN members* 

• Introduction to BGEN and meet the committee   10 minutes 

• Rapid fire introduction of all attendees    20 minutes 

• Idea-sharing workshop – a time to split into groups  

to share best practice ideas from all gardens   40 minutes 

• Feedback session – feedback to the full group of the  

best ideas shared during the idea-sharing workshop  20 minutes 

• The future of BGEN: what do members want   20 minutes 

• Conclusion and sum-up      10 minutes 

*Please note that this option would mean that the proposed 45 minute tour of the Kitchen Garden 

would need to be incorporated into the BGANZ Congress schedule at another time. 

Proposal B: 2 Two-hour workshop for BGEN members, incorporating a 45 minute tour of Kitchen 

Garden and demo of activities 

• Introduction to BGEN and meet the committee     5 minutes 

• Rapid fire introduction of all attendees    20 minutes 

• Idea-sharing workshop – a time to split into groups  

to share best practice ideas from all gardens   30 minutes 

• Feedback session – feedback to the full group of the  

best ideas shared during the idea-sharing workshop  10 minutes 

• The future of BGEN: what do members want   10 minutes 

• Tour of Kitchen Garden      45 minutes 

 



Next meeting after tomorrow 19th May 

 


